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Abstract:  Silicon nanoparticles represent a promising advancement in cancer treatment, offering 

precise means to target cancer cells while minimizing side effects on healthy cells. Their applications 

include targeted drug delivery, enhanced immunotherapy, phototherapy, and thermal therapy 

techniques, thereby increasing treatment efficacy and reducing tumor resistance. Despite these 

benefits, long-term studies are necessary to ensure the safety and effectiveness of these technologies, 

emphasizing the need for future innovations to overcome challenges and expand their use in 

medicine . 

1. Introduction 

Nanotechnology is a modern branch of science focusing on the study and fabrication 

of materials at the nanometer scale (1–100 nanometers). Emerging in the 1970s, it 

gained significant development in the 1990s with advancements in research and 

analytical tools. Nanotechnology involves the use of nanoparticles that exhibit unique 

properties, enabling innovative applications across various fields [1]. 
Nanoparticles are materials within the 1–100 nanometer range that possess unique 

characteristics, distinguishing them from bulk materials. These properties influence 

their chemical and physical behavior, making them highly applicable in fields like 

medicine, electronics, and energy. In drug delivery, nanoparticles enhance treatment 

effectiveness and reduce side effects. They are also employed to develop new 

materials with improved properties, such as more efficient batteries or higher-

performing solar cells [2]. 
Silicon Nanoparticles 

Silicon nanoparticles have emerged as a significant advancement in medical 

technology for cancer treatment. These particles have demonstrated their ability to 

improve drug delivery to tumors in a targeted and precise manner, reducing damage 

to surrounding healthy tissues. Their biodegradable and easily excretable nature 

makes them a promising option for medical applications, unlike other nanoparticles 

that may accumulate and cause side effects [3,4]. 
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Nanoparticles exhibit unique properties that differentiate them from bulk materials. These 

include [5,6,7,8]. 

High Surface-to-Volume Ratio: Enhances chemical reactivity, making them effective in 

applications like catalysis and drug delivery . 

Optical and Electrical Properties: Differ from bulk materials, enabling uses in electronics and 

photonics, such as displays and solar cells. 

Magnetic Properties: Unique features like super Para magnetism are useful in magnetic resonance imaging (MRI) 

and data storage . 

Mechanical Properties: Greater mechanical strength and durability, suitable for coatings and advanced materials. 

Thermal and Chemical Stability: Some nanoparticles are more stable at specific temperatures or less prone to 

corrosion, increasing their longevity in harsh conditions . 

Quantum Effects: At the nanoscale, quantum effects influence chemical and physical behaviors, leading to 

unconventional properties like color changes based on particle size. 

 

Types of Nanoparticles 

Nanoparticles vary widely in types and applications, including [9,10,11,12,13] : 

Quantum Dots: Semiconductor nanoparticles with unique optical properties, used in imaging and 

photonics. 

etallic Nanoparticles: Gold, silver, platinum, and copper particles, utilized in catalysis and medical 

applications. 

Carbon Nanotubes: Cylindrical structures with high mechanical and electrical properties, applied in 

electronics and construction . 

Magnetic Nanoparticles: Made of magnetic metals like iron, used in MRI and data storage . 

Ceramic Nanoparticles: Resistant to heat and corrosion, used in drug delivery and water treatment. 

Polymeric Nanoparticles: Biodegradable and used for controlled drug release . 

Nano fibers: Employed in tissue engineering, filters, and drug delivery systems. 

Nano shells: Used in drug delivery and photo thermal therapy. 

 

Methods of Nanoparticle Synthesis 

Nanoparticle synthesis methods are categorized into[14,15,16] 

Physical Methods 

Laser Ablation: High-energy lasers vaporize solid materials into nanoparticles. 

Ball Milling: Mechanical grinding of materials to nanoscale particles. 

Physical Vapor Deposition (PVD): Vaporizes and condenses materials onto surfaces. 

2-Chemical Methods 

Chemical Reduction: Converts metal ions into nanoparticles. 

Co-precipitation: Precipitates materials into nanoparticles from solution . 

Thermal Decomposition: Produces particles through high-temperature decomposition . 

Sol-Gel Process: Transforms solutions into gels for nanoparticle synthesis . 

Biological Methods 

Biosynthesis: Utilizes microorganisms to create nanoparticles. 

Enzymatic Reduction: Employs enzymes for green synthesis. 
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Nanoparticles in Cancer Therapy 

Nanoparticles enable innovative cancer treatments, including [17,18,19,20,21] : 

Targeted Drug Delivery: Reduces side effects by delivering drugs directly to cancer cells. 

Photodynamic Therapy: Uses light-sensitive nanoparticles to kill cancer cells. 

Photo thermal Therapy: Converts light into heat to destroy tumors. 

Nanoparticle-Based Imaging: Improves diagnostic imaging. 

Immunotherapy: Enhances immune response against cancer cells. 

Gene Therapy: Delivers genetic material to modify cancer cells. 

Smart Chemotherapy: Releases drugs only in tumor environments. 

Magnetic Nanoparticles: Directs therapies to tumors using external magnetic fields . 

 

 Degradation of Silicon Nanoparticles 

Silicon nanoparticles degrade safely within the body through [22,23,24,25,26] : 

1 - Hydrolysis: Converts silicon into execrable silicic acid. 

2 - pH Sensitivity: Accelerates degradation in acidic tumor environments. 

3 - Enzymatic Interaction: Speeds up degradation through enzyme reactions. 

4 -Excretion: Degraded particles are expelled via the kidneys. 

 

Conclusions 

Promising Potential: Nanoparticles provide innovative solutions in cancer therapy, enhancing drug 

delivery and reducing side effects. 

Enhanced Efficacy: Combine therapies to increase effectiveness and lower resistance. 

 

3-Future Studies 

Improving Precision: Developing smarter nanoparticles for cancerspecific targeting . 

Multifunctional Delivery: Designing particles to carry multiple drugs. 

Long-Term Safety: Evaluating nanoparticle safety over time. 

Enhanced Immunotherapy: Activating immune cells more effectively. 

5-Optimized Phototherapy: Using light-sensitive nanoparticles for advanced therapies. 
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